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Antecedents: Watchful Care I

Marianne Bankert’s Legacy
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History of Anesthesia, with Emphasis on the Nurse Specialist.
Virginia S. Thatcher (1917-2004)

History of
ANESTHESIA
With Emphasis on the Nurse Specialist

VIRGINIA S. THATCHER-
Editor , American Association of
Nurse Anesthetist Publications
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1. National Policy & 
Advocacy
Watchful Care Volume II
1990s to 2000s
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1988 AANA Annual M eeting

1990 AANA Board of Directors

1990 AANA Annual M eeting
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Jan Stewart 
1952 - 2002
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2. Leadership 
Profiles
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Chris Bettin

Nat Carmicheal
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Ira Gunn
1927 - 2011
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Lorraine Jordan
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John Garde
1935 - 2009
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Peggy McFadden
1986-87
1992-93

Richard G. Ouellette
1985-86
1989-90

Sandra Ouellette
1988-89
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Goldie Brangman
1917 - 2020
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Sharon Pearce
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AANA FY26 Board of Directors
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3. Transition to 
Doctoral Education
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October 25, 2025, the American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing (AACN) Position Statement on Doctoral Education 

for All Advanced Practice Nurses
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4. Military & Global 
Service
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International Federation of Nurse 
Anesthetists
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5. Research, Quality, 
and Patient Safety

There is overwhelming evidence that CRNAs provide superb anesthesia care.
Research shows there is no difference in safety between CRNAs and anesthesiologists. The safety record of 
CRNAs is demonstrated by recent studies published in leading health policy journals and an independent review by 
Cochrane, a world-renowned organization that supports evidence-based decision-making in healthcare.

KEY STUDIES OF PATIENT SAFETY

Quality of care.

Dulisse & Cromwell, 
2010 (Health Affairs)
METHODS
Analysis of Medicare data for 
1999–2005 in opt-out and non-opt-
out states comparing CRNA solo, 
MDA solo, and Team anesthesia 
delivery models for over 481,000 
hospitalizations.

KEY FINDINGS
No evidence that opting out of the 
Medicare supervision requirement 
resulted in increased inpatient 
deaths or complications.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
“Despite the shift to more 
anesthetics performed by nurse 
anesthetists, no increase in 
adverse outcomes was found 
in either opt-out or non-opt-
out states ... These results do 
not support the hypothesis that 
allowing states to opt out of the 
supervision requirement resulted 
in increased surgical risks to 
patients.” (p. 1474)
Dulisse, B., & Cromwell, J. (2010). No 
harm found when nurse anesthetists 
work without supervision by physicians. 
Health Affairs (Project Hope), 29(8), 
1469–1475. 

Negrusa et al., 2016 
(Medical Care)
METHODS
Analysis of 5.7 million commercial 
claims from 2011-2012 by state 
SOP and delivery models including 
CRNA alone, MDA alone, and 
various direction and supervision 
models.

KEY FINDINGS
The odds of a complication did 
not differ based on degree of state 
SOP restrictions or by delivery 
model.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
“...there is no statistically significant 
difference in the risk of anesthesia 
complications based on the 
degree of restrictions placed on 
CRNAs by state SOP laws. Nor 
is there evidence that the risk of 
complications varies by delivery 
model. This evidence suggests 
that there is no empirical evidence 
for SOP laws that restrict CRNAs 
from practicing at levels that are 
below their education and training 
based on differences in anesthesia 
complication risk.” (p. 7)
Negrusa, B., Hogan, P. F., Warner, J. 
T., Schroeder, C. H., & Pang, B. (2016). 
Scope of Practice Laws and Anesthesia 
Complications: No Measurable 
Im-pact of Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetist Expanded Scope 
of Practice on Anesthesia-related 
Complications. Medical Care, 54(10), 
913–920. 

Lewis et al., 2014 
(Cochrane)
METHODS
Systematic review conducted by 
independent organization of 6 
studies evaluating physician and 
non-physician anesthesia providers.

KEY FINDINGS
This evaluation of currently 
available scientific evidence was 
unable to draw conclusions about 
the superiority of any particular 
type of anesthesia provider. While 
the evaluation noted important 
limitations of the existing studies, 
the bottom line is that evidence to 
support the claim that physicians 
provide better anesthesia care 
compared to CRNAs is just not 
there.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS
“Overall, while some studies have 
shown small and inconsistent 
differences in some outcomes, 
the quality and nature of the 
evidence are insufficient to draw 
firm conclusions about relative 
benefits and risks of the different 
models of anaesthetic provision.” 
(p. 14-15).
Lewis, S. R., Nicholson, A., Smith, A. 
F., & Alderson, P. (2014). Physician 
anaesthetists versus non-physician 
providers of anaesthesia for surgical 
patients. The Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews, (7), CD010357.

GET THE FACTS
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CRNA Credential Established 1956
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6. Professional Milestones & 
Recognition
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• Dagmar Nelson
• 1892-1958
• Chalmers-Francis v. Nelson

• May 18, 1936 - Decision
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Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1986
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CELEBRATING CRNA WEEK SINCE 2000
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25 State Opt-Outs as of 2024
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2021: A New Name & Rebranding

38

7. Looking Ahead
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Unprecedented Advancement & 
Leadership

40

8. Photos Capture 
the Indelible 

Moment
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AANA
75th Anniversary 

Celebration
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Written Statement for the Record by: 
 

Janet Setnor, MSN, CRNA, Col. (Ret), USAFR, NC 
President-Elect 

American Association of Nurse Anesthesiology 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Subcommittee on Health 
 

360 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

 
 
 

September 19, 2023 
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MYA 2025
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9. A Word from the Audience
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10. Closing & Inspiration
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