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Dear Ms. Klutz:

It has come to the attention of the Board of Registered Nursing (‘BRN") that the Joint :
Commission (“JCAHO") has Issued statements of deficlencies to several hospitals, Including
Mark Twaln St. Jogeph’s In San Andreas and Methodist Hospltal in Sacramento, requiring a
physiclan’s signature on the CRNA's anesthesia plan on the grounds that CRNAs are not
licensed independent practitioners under Califomia law,

Wa respectfully request that you notify your staff and JCAHO that the basis of these deficiencies
Is erronasdus.

As you are aware, the BRN has long held that CRNAs are licensed independent practitioners
and do not require supervigion of a surgeon or an anesthesiologist. The Department of Heaith
Sarvices ("DHS") itself reaffirmed In a 2002 correspondence that it is the BRN's prerogative to
make this determination (copy attached). Furthermore, Business and Professions Code Section
2725(¢) clearly states that the BRN is the only agency authorized to determine the scope of
practice of CRNASs,

Additionally, there appears to be confusion on the part of JCAHO surveyors as to the lagal
significanca of the federal Medicare conditions of participation on CRNAs’ status as licensed
independent practitioners in California. In advance of an upcoming JCAHO survey at St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Red Bluff, JCAHO surveyors have incorrectly advised hospital
administrators that CRNAs do net qualify ¢ licensed independent practitioners because the
Medicare regulations. condition reimbursement on physiclan supervision of CRNAs when they
administer anesthesia, However, as the thrust of DHS' November 2002 correspondenca made
clear, the conditions for Medicare relmburssment have no bearing on the legal status of CRNAs
as licensed indapendent practitioners under California law, the determination of which is the
sole province of the BRN.

We therefore also respectfully request that you notify your staff and JCAHO that the Medicare
conditions do not negate the status of CRNAs as licansed Independent practitioners under
California law,

Our requests are of an urgent nature in that some Callfornia hospitals are reversing their own
legal conclusions that CRNAs are licensed independent practitioners out of fear of contradicting
JCAHO and Jeopardizing thelr accreditation even though JCAHO. under its own rules, i8
obligated to defer to the opinions of the appropriate state agency and of hospitals on CRNA
scope of practice determinations.



| sincerely hope that you will assist us with this urgent matter. Please feel free to contact me if
you wish to d!scuss this Mmatter. :

Sincerely, o
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Ruth Ann Terry, MPH, RN
Executive Officer



